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Latino Cultural 
Diversity

◦ Latinos comprise 21 different countries each with its 
own history, demographics, culture, language and 
economic profiles

◦ Latin American countries refers to territories in America 
where the Spanish or Portuguese Language prevails

◦ Mexico has 31 states and one federal district
◦ Caribbean countries include Cuba & Dominican 

Republic
◦ Puerto Rico a Caribbean United States Territory
◦ Central American countries include Costa Rica, El 

Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua & Panama
◦ South American countries include Argentina, Bolivia, 

Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, 
Uruguay & Venezuela
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LATINO 
POPULATION 

GROWTH 
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WHAT ARE THE TOP THREE LARGEST LATINO ETHNIC GROUPS IN THE 
UNITED STATES?
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Hispanic Origen profiles, 2017
U.S. Hispanic population: 58,838,000

Shared Values

◦ Family and child centered
◦ common language
◦ strong work ethic
◦ strong sense of spirituality
◦ respect for others
◦ valuing personal connections
◦ prescribed patriarchal &matriarchal role distinctions 
◦ celebrating life events.  
◦ Each of these values is manifested based on the 
individuals’ level of acculturation. 

◦ Statistic Source: Pew Research Center tabulations of the 
2017 American Community Survey (1% IPUMS).

Mexicans 36,634,000

Puerto Ricans 5,614,000

Salvadorans 2,307,000

Cubans 2,298,000

Dominicans 2,067,000

Guatemalans 1,444,000

Colombians 1,246,000

Hondurans 940,000

Spaniards 810,000

Ecuadorians 738,000

Peruvians 679,000

Nicaraguans 464,000

Venezuelans 421,000

Argentines 278,000

Panamanians 210,000
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All Adoptions 
are 
Transcultural

◦ Transracial Adoption is defined as adoption 
across racial boundaries. 

◦ Transethnic Adoption is defined as adoption 
across ethnic boundaries.

◦ Adoptive families must understand how this type 
of adoption impacts their child’s identity and 
changes the family’s identity as well.

◦ Transracial and transcultural adoptions 
create an additional layer of losses including loss 
of cultural connections, language, 
customs, traditions, history and for 
those adopted internationally the loss of their 
country of origin.
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The Development of Cultural Identity
◦ Epigenetics
◦ Perinatal Experiences
◦ Family Narratives

◦ Shared History
◦ Sensory Motor Experience
◦ Acculturation-Assimilation Spectrum

◦ Historical Trauma
◦ Impact of Racism, Oppression, Marginalization, Social Inequities, Implicit Bias, etc.
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Ethnic and Cultural Salience
◦ Adoptive families want their children to feel valued and included in all aspects of family life 

including cultural identity and cultural traditions. It is important to reflect on the diverse 
ethnic/cultural practices and be open to modifying them in order to fully integrate as an adoptive 
family.

◦ It is also essential for white parents to recognize their “white privilege” and how this experience 
is significantly different from their children.

◦ Families need to be aware of how mainstream society perceives your child’s ethnic/cultural 
background and prepare your child on how to handle these stereotypes.

◦ You are their best role model for their “cultural acceptance”
◦ The more receptive you are to your child’s ethnic background, the more likely your child will be 

accepting of this part of their identity.
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Culturally 
Informed 
Parenting

◦ Recognize the importance of maintaining a 
sense of connection to your child’s ethnic 
background
◦ Providers can help identifying people and 
organizations that are a direct link to targeted 
communities
◦ These associations will not only increase your 
cultural awareness, but you will garner mutual 
support from other parents sharing the same 
experience.  
◦ Child will also be able to see other families that 
reflect their families and life experience.  
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Creating environments
where families can have
“brave conversations"

◦ Children need guidance to support the integration of 
all the positive racial, ethnic and cultural, identities

◦ How does a transethnic adoption impact individual
family members?

◦ How does a transethnic adoption impact family
identity?

◦ Parents need to support their children’s racial ethnic, 
and cultural identity providing opportunities to learn 
about their heritage and engage with racial/cultural 
brokers to serve as positive role models.

◦ Families need to create environments that encourages 
open communication about these sensitive topics to 
support their children’s positive self-identity and 
develop strategies to deal with racism and ensure their 
safety.
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Final Thoughts
◦ What Ideas have you found helpful?
◦ What are some strategies you can implement in your work?
◦ What are some strategies you can implement as a parent?
◦ What are some community partners you can identify to 

support your work as a provider in your local area?
◦ What are some community partners you can identify to 

support your culturally informed practice?
◦ What are some community partners you can identify to 

support your culturally informed parenting?
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