Providing
support, information,
guidance, and training
to help individuals and
communities create and
enhance parent support
groups and youth
support or advocacy
networks
Our expert team offers free:
Consultation on strategic planning, coalition-building, support group
development, developing parent-to-parent support networks,
starting a youth advocacy program, funding streams, managing
Facebook support groups, and other key issues
Training for young adult leaders and their staff supporters on
advocacy and support networks
Personalized, two-day parent leadership training in your community
with workshops on effective facilitation, advocacy skills, model
support programs, and much more

To learn more,
contact Kim Stevens,
program manager, at
kimstevens@nacac.org
or 508-254-2200.

Access to tip sheets, articles, and other
information on peer support and advocacy
networks
Opportunities to connect with other
parent and young adult leaders around
North America

About NACAC
Founded by adoptive parents in 1974, the North
American Council on Adoptable Children works to
ensure all children in foster care have permanent, loving
families and adoptive families have the support they
need. To achieve these goals, NACAC supports and
informs adoptive, foster, and kinship parents and young
people who experienced foster care and adoption;
develops parent- and youth-led support and advocacy
groups and networks; promotes adoption from foster
care for children who cannot remain with their birth
families; provides training and information to child
welfare professionals on key issues in adoption and
foster care; and advocates for policies and
practices to help children and families.

Meet the CCN Team

Barb Clark

Parent Support and Training Coordinator

Kim Stevens
Program Manager

As Community Champions Network's
program manager, Kim provides support,
training, and consultation to parent and
youth networks across the US and Canada.
She has worked with NACAC for more than
20 years. Kim and her husband are the
parents of six children, four of whom were
adopted from the child welfare system.

Mercedes Zahler
Youth Engagement Coordinator

Mercedes has worked with youth for the past
seven years, running teen programs, working
as a case manager, and fostering opportunities
for youth to share their stories through art and
advocacy. Mercedes is pursuing a degree in
social work and was adopted at birth.

With years of experience as an advocate, Barb
works to create and enhance support groups for
the adoptive, foster, and kinship communities.
She trains parents and professionals on a number
of topics, including parenting children with FASD.
Barb and her husband have four children who are
adopted.

Jennifer Rhodes
Consultant

Jennifer has served as a front-line court advocate
and peer mentor for youth who are and were in
foster care and has used her own experiences as a
foster alumni to inform US federal child welfare
policy. She has also worked as an
intensive in-home counselor,
crisis responder, and
transitional counselor.
NACAC's Community
Champions Network
is funded by Jockey
Being Family®

