
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Rodney P. Frelinghuysen 
Chairman, Committee on Appropriations 
House of Representatives 
H-305, The Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Nita M. Lowey 
Ranking Member, Committee on Appropriations 
House of Representatives  
H-305, The Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

The Honorable Tom Cole 
Chairman, The Subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Education 
House of Representatives 
2358-B Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
Ranking Member, The Subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Education 
House of Representatives 
2358-B Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
February 23, 2018 

Dear Chairman Frelinghuysen, Ranking Member Lowey, Chairman Cole, & Ranking Member DeLauro: 

The North American Council on Adoptable Children (NACAC) works to ensure that children in foster 
care have families and adoptive families have the support they need. We are a membership organization 
representing hundreds of families and agencies across the United States.  

We are writing to request a one-time appropriation of $50 million in additional funding for the Adoption 
and Legal Guardianship Incentive Payment fund.  

The Incentive Payments program recognizes and rewards states for improved performance in ensuring 
children leave foster care to permanent adoptive and guardianship families. It is an important part of how 
the federal government encourages permanency and supports adoptive and guardianship families. The 
program, created in 1997 and reauthorized a few weeks ago, currently has a significant funding shortfall. 
In the past, appropriators often made up for such shortfalls with a supplemental appropriation. 

A one-time appropriation of $50 million is now needed to ensure the program’s stability and success. 
Last fall, states earned $55 million in incentives for fiscal 2016 adoptions and guardianships, but HHS 
did not have nearly enough funding to pay the amount earned. States are still owed $50 million for 2016. 
Due to the inability to fully pay the states funds earned, there is a potential loss of post-adoption/ 
guardianship services. These services are critical to ensure success for our children who leave foster care 
to adoption or guardianship, allowing them to reach their full potential. 

This year, Congress needs to make up for the $50 million shortfall as well as fund the annual $38 million 
appropriation for potential awards to be announced in September 2018. We strongly urge you to take 
action to address the shortfall and cover future awards, so children can have a permanent, loving family 
and so adoptive/guardianship families have the support they need.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mary Boo 
Executive Director 


