PRESS RELEASE
To: 
_________ (newspaper)

From: ___________ (sponsor)
Contact Persons:
(Name, telephone/fax nos., email address) 
Date: 
____________
Adopted, foster children will have their day in court
Foster and adopted children will have a chance to learn more about the court system through Kids & Judges Day, a (pilot program/event) scheduled for  ______________. According to organizers, the event is designed to ease fears and anxieties of children whose lives have been affected to a great degree by judges and courts.

Children in (location) will have a chance to meet with _(names of Judges, if available)__ on (date).  (Add details about exact location and time.)

While most foster and adopted children have rarely been in court themselves, many decisions have been made in that setting which impact their lives, according to _________(contact name and organization)_______________________________.  (Sponsor name) is sponsoring Kids & Judges Day in (number ##) (jurisdictions) districts this (season). Youngsters who were removed from their birth families by the child welfare system are eligible to participate.  

(Contact name) noted that many children who have been involved in the child welfare system, generally because of abuse or neglect, are fearful of the courts. Because of their limited understanding of the legal system, they may focus their anger and resentment on the judges for taking them away from birth parents and siblings.  (If this is not your community’s experience, insert another. Some examples could be to increase awareness and understanding, to help judges understand the child’s point of view, etc.)
(Add a relevant quote here.)
While other adults may be present in the courtroom, the only conversations on Kids & Judges Day will be between the child and the judge, (Contact name) said.  Caretakers or legal custodians must provide written permission for the children to participate, and professionals involved with these children are encouraged to attend.
Many different organizations/persons have been very helpful and supportive in implementing the program, according to (Contact name), including (identify your partners here), and the judges and magistrates themselves; all are donating their time for the program.  (Donors’ name(s) here) will be providing gift certificates for the children.

Children will be selected to participate on a first-come, first-served basis, so early registration is encouraged. Foster, foster-adopt, adopted children and those in kinship placements are welcome, up to age 18. To register, please call (contact name and number). 

